No.  380 


Telephone  (202)  547-4343 


April  1976 


ENERGY  CHOICES:  CRUCIAL  DECISIONS  IN  1976 


Crucial  energy  policy  decisions  made  in 
1  976  will  greatly  influence  the  future.  Pro¬ 
posals  before  Congress  involve  two 
different  strategies. 

The  first  is  the  Ford-Rockefeller  Energy 
Independence  Plan  which  seeks  the  invest¬ 
ment  of  $100  billion  in  new  centralized 
corporate  power  systems,  based  in  large 
part  on  plutonium  as  a  fuel.  The  rationale  is 
that  only  breeder-reactor  technology  can 
close  the  energy  gap  created  by  the  ex¬ 
pected  doubling  of  demand  in  the  next  25 
years. 

The  alternative  policy  now  being  put  for¬ 
ward  by  a  group  of  concerned  Senators 
and  Representatives  is  based  on  two  ap¬ 
proaches; 

(1)  that  without  increased  amounts  of 
energy  the  U  S.  can  maintain  a  high  stan¬ 
dard  of  living  through  conservation  and 
through  the  development  of  energy-effi¬ 
cient  technology; 

(2)  that  increased  application  of  solar 
and  geothermal  technology  can  help  avoid 
the  critical  risks  to  health  and  environment 
involved  in  reliance  on  nuclear  and  fossil 
energy  sources. 

This  alternative  puts  reliance  on  citizen 
action  at  the  individual  community  and 
state  levels.  It  also  emphasizes  de¬ 
centralization  to  minimize  waste  and 
transportation  costs. 

Some  features  of  this  alternative 
strategy  were  incorporated  by  Congres¬ 
sional  initiative  in  the  1974  Federal  Non- 
Nuclear  Energy  Research,  Development  and 
Demonstration  Act  (PL  93-577).  The 
Federal  Energy  Administration  (FEA)  was 
asked  to  encourage  conservation  in  indus¬ 
try,  in  transportation  and  in  building  design. 
The  Energy  Research  and  Development  Ad¬ 
ministration  (ERDA)  solar  program  was 
strengthened.  But  because  of  the  strong 
vested  interests  of  the  military,  of  energy 
corporations,  and  of  industries  based  on 
energy  expansion,  the  major  thrust  of  U.S. 
policy  was  not  changed. 

Crucial  Conservation  Legislation 

A  major  conservation  effort  will  be  made 
in  Congress  this  spring:  The  Kennedy  (S. 
2932)  and  the  Dingell-Wirth  (H  R.  12398) 
bills.  The  authorization  of  $10  billion  in 
loan  guarantees  and  interest  subsidies  for 
conversion  of  homes,  commercial  buildings 


and  industrial  plants  would  substantially 
redirect  the  thrust  of  Federal  policy.  This 
proposed  legislation  will  in  its  markup  pro¬ 
bably  include,  among  other  initiatives: 

1 .  Increased  assistance  to  low-income 
persons  for  home  weatherization. 

2.  Encouragement  of  energy  conserva¬ 
tion  cooperatives  in  local  communities. 

3.  Institutionalization  of  an  energy  con¬ 
servation  service  similar  to  the  Agricultural 
Extension  Service. 

4.  Loan  guarantees  and  interest  sub¬ 
sidies  for  insulation  of  commercial  and 
public  buildings. 

5.  Assistance  to  small  businesses  in 
developing  the  supplies  and  servicing 
facilities  for  conservation. 

6.  Encouragement  of  installation  of  more 
energy-efficient  machinery  in  industry. 

7.  The  establishment  of  state  energy 
conservation  programs  to  plan  and  ad¬ 
minister  conservation  efforts. 

Conservation 

The  Federal  Energy  Administration  in 
its  study  of  West  Germany's  energy  re¬ 
quirements  finds  that  the  per  capita  con¬ 
sumption  is  half  that  of  the  United 
States.  Denis  Hayes,  author  of  the 
WORLDWATCH  report  to  the  FEA. 
"Energy:  the  Case  for  Conservation," 
asserts  that  conservation  is  the 
"...cheapest  potential  source  of  energy 
and  the  one  which  can  most  enhance  the 
quality  of  life  without  reducing  econom¬ 
ic  production." 


Accelerating  the  Application 
of  Solar  Techniques 
A  second  Congressional  initiative 
emphasizes  the  use  of  solar  and  geother¬ 
mal  energy  to  eventually  substitute  for  the 
diminishing  coal,  gas  and  oil  resources. 
Representative  Gilbert  Gude  MD  has  in¬ 
troduced  a  bill  which  would  establish  a 
special  FEA  Program  on  the  application  of 
alternative  energy  resources.  Within  this 
program  there  would  be  a  special  Office  of 
Solar  Energy  Affairs.  This  legislation,  HR 
1 2092,  which  is  tied  to  an  extension 
through  1985  of  the  life  of  the  Federal 
Energy  Administration,  would  require  the 
annual  submission  to  Congress  of  a  na¬ 
tional  plan  for  alternative  energy  resources. 

Citizens  Should  Act 
FCNL  suggests  that  constituents  con¬ 
centrate  on  the  Kennedy-Dingell-Wirth 
and  the  Gude  initiatives.  Citizen  pres¬ 
sure  could  assist  in  passage  in  May  or 
June.  Emphasis  for  this  Presidential  and 
Congressional  election  year  could  then 
be  put  on  increasing  public  awareness 
and  creating  pressures  for  further  moves 
toward  a  safer,  more  intelligent,  more 
promising  set  of  energy  alternatives. 

In  the  interim,  FCNL,  in  implementing  its 
energy  policy  statement  of  January  25, 
1 976,  lends  its  support  to  the  many  groups 
which  are  advocating  a  nuclear 
moratorium,  opposing  funds  for  the 
breeder  reactor  and  advocating  limitaiton 
of  exports  of  nuclear  technology. 

By  Robert  Cory 


FCNL,  in  its  concern  that  developing 
nations  not  be  saddled  with 
uneconomic  nuclear  power  and  poten¬ 
tial  nuclear  weaponry,  supports  Repre¬ 
sentative  Clarence  Long's  (MD)  bill, 
H.Res.  951,  to  create  a  Select  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Nuclear  Proliferation  and 
Nuclear  Export  Policy.  This  Committee 
would  undertake,  as  the  Joint  Atomic 
Energy  Committee  of  Congress  has 
failed  to  do,  a  continuing  investigation 
of  the  nation's  nuclear  technology  ex¬ 
ports  to  other  countries.  Ask  your 
Representative  to  join  the  cosponsors 
of  this  resolution. 
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A  QUESTION  OF  EQUITY:  A  MATTER  OF  PRIORITIES 


"For  some  decades  past,"  says  former 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  Harlan  Cleve¬ 
land,  "world  politics  has  centered  on 
achieving  a  liberated  world. ...But  the 
politics  of  national  independence. ..workefd 
out  better  for  the  strong  than  for  the 
weak... .Free  movement  of  capital  kept  the 
door  open  for  one-crop  plantations  and 
colonial  economies  . ..Freedom  of  the  seas 
worked  especially  well  for  those  with 
merchant  marines,  fishing  fleets,  spy 
vessels,  and  navies  to  protect  them.  The 
leaders  of  liberated  nations  [ex-colonies] 
found  that  they  were  dependent  on  others 
for  markets,  materiel,...  and  money....ln 
sum,  those  with  less  resources  and  know¬ 
how  found  that  they  were,  in  consequence, 
less  free.  That  is  why  the  new  phase  of 
world  politics  features  demands  for  fair¬ 
ness  and  equity...." 

The  "Developing”  World 

•  About  900  million  persons,  or  nearly 
''4th  of  the  world's  population  live  in  abject 
poverty  —  "a  condition  of  life,"  says  World 
Bank  President  McNamara,  "so  limited  by 
illiteracy,  malnutrition. ..and  low  life  expec¬ 
tancy  as  to  deny  its  victims  the  very  poten¬ 
tial  of  the  genes  with  which  they  are  born." 
Another  billion  people  live  near  the  subsis¬ 
tence  level. 

•  Unemployment  and  underemploy¬ 
ment  are  rife  throughout  the  developing 
world.  Repayments  on  $119  billion  of 
foreign  indebtedness  are  draining  away 
scarce  resources.  The  nearly  600  million  In¬ 
dians  —  with  an  annual  per  capita  product 
of  $130  —  are  struggling  to  repay  more 
than  $12  billion  to  foreign  debtors,  includ¬ 


ing  $3.4  billion  to  Americans. 

•  The  adverse  effects  of  widespread 
poverty  are  frequently  multiplied  by 
misplaced  priorities.  Developing  countries 
imported  $50  billion  of  armaments  be¬ 
tween  1960-1974.  Today  they  devote  as 
much  public  revenue  to  military  programs 
as  to  education  and  health  care  combined. 

Nigeria,  with  an  illiteracy  rate  of  75%  and 
an  infant  mortality  of  1 80  per  1 000  live 
births  —  spends  $9  per  capita  annually  on 
the  military,  $3  on  education  and  $1  on 
health. 

•  Maldistribution  of  income  compounds 
the  suffering  of  the  poor.  The  lower  20%  of 
the  population  often  receive  less  than  5% 
of  the  income,  while  the  top  20%  absorb 
50-60%. 

In  the  United  States 

The  United  States  is  a  heavy  consumer 
of  the  world's  raw  materials  and  foods.  The 
economy  is  based  on  rapid  obsolescence 
and  throw  away  containers.  Priorities  are 
questionable.  Although  first  in  military 
strength  the  U  S.  ranks  lower  than  many 
other  countries  in  indicators  of  social  well¬ 
being.  We  are  flooding  the  developing  peo¬ 
ples  with  armaments. 

The  United  States  has  its  own  poverty, 
unemployment  and  disparities  of  income; 
24.3  million  Americans  live  below  the  offi¬ 
cially  designated  poverty  line.  The  poorest 
20%  of  our  people  receive  less  than  6%  of 
the  income. 

What  Next? 

For  years,  Americans  have  talked  about 
reordering  U.S.  priorities  to  emphasize 


meeting  human  needs.  This  reordering  is 
essential  both  within  our  own  society  and 
within  the  world  community. 

U.S.  officials  have  responded  reluctantly 
to  Third  World  demands  for  change  and 
more  equitable  relationships  in  the  global 
economic  order.  The  American  people 
must  enter  the  debate,  keeping  in  mind  the 
goal  of  human  development  at  home  and 
abroad. 

Some  of  the  many  proposals  before 
the  world  community  call  for: 

•  Expanding  and  concentrating  grant 
development  aid  in  the  poorest  countries  of 
Asia  and  Africa  and  among  the  poorest 
people  in  those  countries. 

Bringing  the  majority  of  mankind  up  to 
a  minimal  living  standard  over  the  next 
ten  years  might  cost  $125  billion  in 
1974  prices,  says  Dr.  Haq,  of  the  World 
Bank,  e.g.,  food  and  nutrition,  $42 
billion:  education,  $25  billion;  rural  and 
urban  water  supply,  $28  billion;  urban 
housing,  $16  billion;  urban  transport,  $8 
billion;  population  and  health  program, 
$6  billion. 

•  Redeploying  certain  industries  to  the 
developing  world.  Producers  of  primary 
products  want  to  take  over  the  functions  of 
the  middle  men  who  currently  control  the 
processing  and  distribution  of  their  pro¬ 
ducts. 

•  Eliminating  or  modifying  restrictions 
on  movement  of  goods  and  labor  from  the 
developing  nations.  "Immigration  laws  in 
almost  all  rich  nations,"  says  Dr.  Haq, 
"make  it  impossible  for  any  large  scale 
movement  of  unskilled  labour  in  a  world¬ 
wide  search  for  economic  oppor¬ 
tunities. ..over  $20  billion  in  farm  sub¬ 
sidies... [is  expended  by]  rich  nations  to  pro¬ 
tect  their  agriculture." 

•  Restructuring  international  institutions 
created  in  the  1940's  to  reflect  current 
realities. 

•  Creating  many  new  global  institutions 
to  manage  the  international  commons, 
issue  international  money,  regulate  interna¬ 
tional  business,  etc. 

^  Queries  for  Readers  and  Congressional 
Candidates:  Do  you  think  it  possible  to  es¬ 
tablish  global  standards  for  human  well¬ 
being  and  challenge  nations  to  meet  those 
standards?  Leaders  of  some  developing 
countries  are  charged  with  widening  the 
gap  between  rich  and  poor  in  their  coun¬ 
tries.  What  about  the  situation  in  your  own 
community?  Is  the  gap  closing?  If  not, 
what  programs  are  needed  to  integrate  the 
poor  into  your  local  life?  Would  such  pro¬ 
grams  be  effective  in  other  lands? 


Legend:  White\an6  masses  indicate  34  countries  containing  27%  of  the  world's  population  who  have  a  "relatively  high 
level  standard  of  living";  Grey  identifies  53  countries,  with  14%  of  the  world's  population  who  have  living  standards 
which  are  "adequate  in  some  respects,  more  modest  in  others":  Black  identifies  72  countries  with  59%  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  whose  living  standards  are  "relatively  poor  —  with  many  areas  of  deficiency  need  " 

Source;  McHale,  John  and  Magda.  "Human  Requirements,  Supply  Levels  and  Outer  Bounds  " 
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ACTIVITY  ON  FOOD  STAMPS  &  FULL  EMPLOYMENT 


Food  Stamp  Crisis 

The  Senate  has  completed  work  on 
its  "Food  Stamp  Reform"  bill.  The 
Senate's  final  bill  improves  the  pro¬ 
gram  in  several  ways,  but  retains  the 
purchase  price.  The  House  will  markup 
its  own  bill  in  mid  May,  with  votes  ex¬ 
pected  soon  after.  At  present  the  best 
option  for  the  House  is  probably  H.R. 
12777,  sponsored  by  Rep.  Andrew 
Young  GA. 

Write  your  Representative,  urging: 

•  Repeal  of  the  purchase  price  re¬ 
quirement,  to  allow  increased  partici¬ 
pation  by  those  with  the  greatest  need 
and  to  eliminate  vendor  fraud; 

•  No  increase  in  the  waiting  period 
for  food  stamps; 

•  Eligibility  and  standard  deduction 
levels  that  will  not  reduce  present 
benefits,  with  semi-annual  adjust¬ 
ments  for  cost  of  living  changes. 

•  Work  incentives,  particularly:  an 
additional  monthly  work  expenses 
deduction,  and  more  generous 
eligibility  levels-  for  working  families. 

Support  Needed  for  Amendments  to 
Full  Employment  Legislation 
On  March  10,  1976,  a  new  draft  of  H  R. 
50/S.  50,  The  Full  Employment  and  Bal¬ 
anced  Growth  Act  of  1976,  was 
reintroduced  simultaneously  in  the  House 
and  Senate.  This  draft  was  worked  on  by 
representatives  of  the  offices  of  Rep. 
Hawkins  CA,  Sen.  Humphrey  MN,  and  the 
Legislative  Dept,  of  the  AFL-CIO. 

FCNL's  domestic  staff  is  presently  work¬ 
ing  with  congressional  offices  to  try  to 
develop  strengthening  amendments. 

•  While  the  Federal  Reserve  Board  and 
other  government  agencies  are  encouraged 
to  bring  their  fiscal  and  monetary  policies 
into  line  with  the  goals  and  purposes  of  full 
employment,  there  is  no  legislative  require¬ 
ment  that  they  must  do  so.  We  are  seeking 
an  amendment  that  makes  executive 
policies  on  all  levels  consistent  with  the 
goals  of  full  employment. 

•  In  the  bill  a  job  is  spoken  of  as  a  right. 
Yet  all  language  supporting  judicial  guaran¬ 
tees  of  that  right  has  been  removed. 
Recognizing  how  important  judicial  appeal 
has  been  in  other  domestic  battles  such  as 
food  stamps,  we  are  seeking  the  reinstate¬ 
ment  of  judicial  review. 

•  Priorities  in  job  creation  must  be  given 
to  those  communities  and  groups  of  people 
hardest  hit  by  unemployment  (see  Feb. 
FCNL  Newsletter).  Important  language  — 
specifically  Section  5(d)  of  the  old  bill  deal¬ 
ing  with  those  communities  and  individuals 
facing  special  employment  difficulties  — 
has  been  removed.  We  will  work  for  its 
reinstatement. 


•  Local  community  participation  has 
been  all  but  eliminated  in  the  identification 
of  the  job  reservoir.  We  support  local  com¬ 
munity  control  over  job  identification  and 
implementation. 

•  The  National  Institute  for  Full  Employ¬ 
ment  has  been  eliminated  in  the  new  draft. 
This  is  an  important  provision  because  of 
its  mandate  to  work  on  problems  of  work 
quality,  peace  conversion,  the  social  costs 
of  unemployment  and  other  real  economic 
problems  of  interest  to  all  people. 

•  The  creation  of  a  means  test  to  serve 
as  a  barrier  to  the  job  reservoir  and  the  im¬ 
position  of  criminal  sanctions  on  anyone 
willfully  supplying  false  information  in 
order  to  circumvent  such  a  test  are  unfortu¬ 
nate  and  unnecessary  additions  to  the  bill. 
If  the  right  to  a  job  is  a  reality,  then  creating 
a  means  test  to  keep  people  from  enjoying 
that  right  seems  to  raise  serious  questions 
about  such  a  test  and  the  subsequent  sanc¬ 
tions. 

•  All  language  relating  to  the  priority  of 
peace  conversion  activities  in  job  creation 
have  been  removed.  As  peace  conversion 
of  our  industries  is  of  vital  importance  to 


religious  communities  as  an  important  part 
of  the  demilitarization  of  our  society,  we 
shall  work  for  the  reinstatement  of  such 
language. 

►Readers  are  encouraged  to  write  their 
Representative  and  Senators  in  support  of 
H  R.  50/S.  50.  Strengthening  amendments 
will  be  offered  in  both  the  Committee  on 
Education  and  Labor  and  on  the  floor.  For  a 
detailed  comparison  of  the  new  and  old 
H  R.  50  write  for  a  comparative  analysis 
(G-26). 

Other  Domestic  Issue  Materials 

The  following  new  materials  are  available 
free  to  newsletter  subscribers  in  single 
copies.  Bulk  orders  are  filled  at  the  cost  of 
the  materials  plus  postage. 

•  Testimony  on  National  Health  In¬ 
surance  (T-5). 

•  Testimony  on  the  FY  77  Budget  for 
the  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons  Construction 
Program  (T-4). 

•  Legislative  Letter  on  S.  1  (G-23).' 

•  Legislative  Memorandum  on  S.  626! 
H.R.  2966,  The  Child  and  Family  Services 
Act  (G-24). 


U.S.  ARMS  FOR  THE  WORLD 


At  press  time  House  and  Senate  con¬ 
ferees  had  just  completed  work  on  the 
foreign  military  and  security  aid  authoriza¬ 
tion  for  fiscal  1 976  and  transitional  quarter. 
Passage  has  been  delayed  because  of  the 
lateness  of  the  President's  request  which 
included  the  Sinai  Accords. 

The  total  bill  authorized  $4  billion  in  fis¬ 
cal  1976.  Israel  is  to  receive  $1.5  billion  in 
mifitary  credits,  with  one-half  of  the  repay¬ 
ment  to  be  waived,  and  $730  million  for 
security  assistance.  Egypt  will  receive 
$705  million  in  security  assistance  in  the 
same  period.  Up  to  one  quarter  of  these 
amounts  were  also  authorized  for  the  July 
1  —  Sept.  30  transitional  quarter.  The 
Senate  vote  was  60-30  on  Feb.  18;  the 
House  vote  was  240-169  on  March  3. 

The  appropriations  bill  (H.R.  1 2203), 
which  followed  quickly  on  the  Congres¬ 
sional  calendar,  made  no  significant  cuts  in 
military  aid  or  sales. 

It  is  paradoxical  that  the  authorization 
bill,  which  contributes  to  a  further  arms 
buildup  in  the  Mideast,  also  provides  a 
vehicle  for  new  and  important  measures 
which  are  expected  to  curb  the  U.S.  role  in 
the  spiraling  arms  race,  especially  among 
the  developing  nations.  Despite  intensive 
lobbying  by  the  arms  industry,  the  reform 
measures  passed.  Highlights  include: 

•  no  new  grant  military  aid  or  advisory 
groups  (MAP  and  MAAG)  after  the  end  of 
fiscal  year  1977  unless  authorized  for 
specific  countries. 


•  the  sale  of  all  "major"  defense  equip¬ 
ment  valued  at  $25  million  or  more 
restricted  to  a  government-to-government 
basis. 

•  arms  sales  of  $7  million  or  more  are 
subject  to  Congressional  veto. 

•  denial  of  military  aid  to  countries 
which  violate  internationally  recognized 
human  rights.  Congress  could  override  a 
Presidential  decision  to  grant  aid  to  such 
countries. 

•  lifting,  on  a  temporary  basis,  the 
U.S.  trade  embargo  against  Vietnam; 
after  180  days  the  President  must  indi¬ 
cate  progress  on  the  missing  in  action 
issue  if  trade  is  to  continue. 

A  ceiling  of  $9  billion  was  put  on  all  U.S. 
sales  abroad  in  FY77.  The  ceiling  is  a  sound 
concept,  but  recent  projections  of  about  $8 
billion  indicate  the  ceiling  must  be  revised 
downward  to  have  any  real  effect.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  the  House  requested  an  annual  Presi¬ 
dential  report  on  the  impact  of  U.S.  arms 
sales  on  regional  balances  of  power  and 
arms  buildups. 

FCNL  supported  several  amendments 
offered  during  House  floor  debate  which, 
although  rejected,  resulted  in  useful  debate. 
Helen  Meyner  NJ  offered  an  amendment  to 
terminate  the  $28  million  Military  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Training  program.  Amendments  to 
cut  off  or  reduce  aid  to  Indonesia,  Chile, 
and  the  Philippines,  largely  because  of  their 
violations  of  human  rights,  were  offered 
respectively  by  Reps.  Harkin  lA,  Harrington 
MA,  and  Bedell  lA. 
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DRAFT  MORIBUND?  CAPITULATING  TO  THE  PENTAGON 


One  welcome  Administration  budget 
proposal  is  a  cut  for  the  Selective  Service 
System  from  $37.5  to  $6.8  million.  This 
would  keep  the  draft  on  the  books  minus 
induction  authority,  but  there  would  be  no 
funds  to  register  or  classify  young  men. 

^Congress  has  yet  to  accept  this  "deep 
stand-by"  proposal.  The  House  Armed 
Services  Committee  has  recommended 
$18  million;  Curtis  Tarr,  chairman  of  the 
Defense  Manpower  Commission  (and 
former  Selective  Service  Director),  says 
this  is  the  amount  needed  to  "undertake 
the  annual  registration  of  men."  Key  deci¬ 
sions  will  be  made  in  Senate  and  House 
Appropriations  Subcommittees  chaired  by 
Rep.  Boland  MA  and  Sen.  Proxmire  Wl. 

Ask  for  FCNL  "Draft"  statement. 


SMALL  IS  PRACTICAL 

The  National  Center  for  Appropriate 
Technology  will  train  community 
leaders  in  available  energy  tech¬ 
nologies  for  low  income  families.  This 
new  government  agency,  which  was 
established  in  1975  under  the  Com¬ 
munity  Services  Administration,  has 
the  active  support  of  Senators  Mike 
Mansfield  MT  and  Alan  Cranston  CA. 

Incidentally,  it  is  encouraging  to  note 
that  E.  F.  Schumacher’s  Small  Is 
Beautiful,  which  advocates  a  new  ap¬ 
proach  to  economics  and  develop¬ 
ment,  is  achieving  a  growing  reader- 
ship  among  Members  of  Congress  and 
their  staffs. 


The  House  and  Senate  Budget  Commit¬ 
tees  March  30  gave  the  President  nearly 
everything  he  asked  for  "national 
defense."  Ford's  revised  request  of  $1 1  3.3 
billion  still  means  a  1  5%  increase  for  the 
Department  of  Defense  including  a  1 6% 
real  growth  in  procurement  after  inflation. 
The  Senate  Budget  Committee  voted  $113 
billion  and  the  House  Budget  Committee 
voted  $112  billion.  The  Committees  thus 
did  not  even  take  out  the  $3  billion  "cut  in¬ 
surance"  which  had  been  included  by  the 
White  House  in  anticipation  of  Congres¬ 
sional  cuts.  Votes  to  cut  military  spending 
are  expected  on  Senate  and  House  floors 
soon. 


FEUDING  WITH  LAOS 

Laos,  which  still  has  diplomatic  relations 
with  the  U.S.,  lost  its  favorable  trading 
status  with  the  1 1  S.  in  February  because 
the  Administration  identified  it  as  a  "Com¬ 
munist  country.  "  The  House  further 
damaged  U.S. -Laotian  relations  March  4  by 
including  language  in  the  foreign  aid  ap¬ 
propriations  bill  which  denied  direct  or  in¬ 
direct  U.S.  aid  to  Laos  as  well  as  Vietnam 
and  Cambodia.  (The  UN  High  Commis¬ 
sioner  for  Refugees  is  helping  Laotian 
refugees  to  return  to  their  U.S. -bombed 
villages.  The  UN  Development  Program  is 
making  shovels  and  hoes  from  exploded 
cluster  bomb  unit  —  CBU  —  cannisters.) 

The  House  language  was  removed  in 
Committee  by  Sen.  Mark  Hatfield's  (OR) 
motion,  but  an  amended  version  was  rein¬ 
serted  during  floor  debate.  The  Senate  ver¬ 
sion  accepted  in  conference  bans  U.S.  aid 
but  would  permit,  by  interpretation,  aid  to 
international  organizations  which  may  have 
programs  in  Vietnam,  Cambodia,  and  Laos. 
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Here  was  the  committee  voting  lineup  on 
cuts  (honor  roll  in  bold): 

SENATE  Biden  DE  $3  2  billion  cut:  4  FOR 
Muskie  ME,  Mondale  MN,  Biden,  Cranston 
CA  (who  urged  a  $5.1  billion  cut). 

9  AGAINST  Hollings  SC,  Chiles  FL,  Nunn  GA, 
Bellmon  OK,  Dole  KS,  Beall  MD,  Buckley  NY,  Mc¬ 
Clure  ID,  Domenici  NM 

HOUSE  Gibbons  FL  $13  billion  cut  instead 
of  Giaimo  CT  $3.3  billion  cut;  13  FOR  Burleson 
TX,  Landrum  GA,  Gibbons,  Runnels  NM,  Derrick 
SC,  Latta  OH,  Cederberg  Ml,  Schneebeli  PA, 
Broyhill  NC,  Clawson  CA,  Shriver  KS,  Conable 
NY,  Holt  MD 

12  AGAINST  Adams  WA,  O'Neill  MA, 
Wright  TX,  Ashley  OH,  Giaimo,  Smith  lA, 
O'Hara  Ml,  Leggett  CA,  Mitchell  MD,  Mink 
HI,  Stokes  OH,  Holtzman  NY. 


CORRECTIONS 

In  the  March  newsletter  three  errors 
were  found  after  printing.  On  page  3  in 
the  Tax  Loopholes  chart,  the  percent 
of  taxpayers  in  the  $5-7,000  AGI 
category  should  read  1 2.4%  rather 
than  21.4%.  Also,  the  paragraph 
beginning  "Two  tenths  of  U.S.  tax¬ 
payers..."  should  be  changed  to  read 
"Two  tenths  of  one  percent..."  On 
page  4  in  the  Global  Economic  and  Po¬ 
litical  Order  story,  column  three,  the 
next  to  the  last  paragraph,  should  start 
with  the  word  "concessional"  rather 
than  "Congressional.” 


THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL 
LEGISLATION  includes  Friends  appointed 
by  22  Friends  Yearly  Meetings  and  by  10 
other  Friends  organizations  in  the  United 
States  Expressions  of  views  in  the  FCNL 
WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  are  guided 
by  the  Statement  of  Policy  prepared  and  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Committee.  Seeking  to  follow 
the  leadings  of  the  Spirit,  the  FCNL  speaks 
for  itself  and  for  like-minded  Friends.  No 
organization  can  speak  officially  for  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends 

FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER. 

Contributors:  Edward  F.  Snyder,  Frances 
Neely,  Harold  Confer,  Sylvia  Bronner,  Steve 
W.  Angell,  Larry  Newlin.  245  Second  St., 
N.E.,  Washington,  D.C.  20002.  Subscrip¬ 
tion  price  $10.00  per  year  Published 
monthly  except  August. 


ISSUE  PACKETS  FOR 
CONGRESSIONAL  CANDIDATES 

To  help  put  some  substance  into  the 
1976  Congressional  campaigns,  we 
have  prepared  a  packet  which  includes 
both  policy  statements  and  back¬ 
ground  information  on  a  series  of 
timely  subjects  (foreign  and  military 
policy,  health  care,  tax  policy,  etc.). 

The  packet  will  have  maximum  im¬ 
pact  if  it  is  hand-delivered  to  a  candi¬ 
date  or  staff  rather  than  mailed  to  the 
candidate's  office  from  FCNL.  You  are 
urged  to  order  packets  to  put  into  the 
hands  of  candidates  in  your  area.  A 
contribution  to  help  cover  the  cost  of 
preparation  and  mailing  ($2.50  has 
been  suggested  per  packet)  would  be 
appreciated. 
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